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Where Words Come to Life 

   

12,000 people attend the inaugural 

WORDS WEEKEND 
spoken word festival at 

Sage Gateshead  

 

 

 
For updates https://wordsweekend.com/ 

Twitter:  @WordsWeekend 

Facebook:  @WordsWeekendFestival 

Instagram:  @WordsWeekend 

 

https://wordsweekend.com/
https://twitter.com/wordsweekend
https://www.facebook.com/WordsWeekendFestival/
https://www.instagram.com/wordsweekend/


 

12,000 PEOPLE ATTEND THE 

FIRST EVER ‘WORDS WEEKEND’ 

FESTIVAL AT SAGE GATESHEAD 

 
• 65 events took place across the weekend with highlights including 

Bernardine Evaristo, Grayson Perry, Reni Eddo-Lodge, Ben Okri, 

David Olusoga, Elizabeth Day, Nadiya Hussain, Jay Rayner, Stacey 

Dooley, Elif Shafak, and many more. 

 

• 40% of ticketed events were free and all events were fully accessible 

and BSL interpreted.   

 

• Images from the weekend can be downloaded here 

 

• Five additional Words Weekend festivals are planned for 2020.  The 

next edition is at The Lowry Salford and is on sale now.  Words 

Weekend returns to Sage Gateshead in April 2021.  

 

 
Bernardine Evaristo and David Olusoga at Words Weekend. Credit Amelia Jane Read  

https://thecornershoppr.com/download/words-weekend-opening-night/


 
 

 

12,000 people attended the very first edition of Words Weekend, a brand-new 

spoken word festival from Fane which took place at Sage Gateshead this 

weekend.  65 events took place with diversity and accessibility at the heart of the 

festival; 40% of the programme was free and everything was gold standard 

accessible.  Described by festival goers as ‘Glastonbury for librarians’ the 

programme showcased the rich talent, heritage and culture of the North East 

alongside international literary giants such as 2019 Booker prize winner 

Bernardine Evaristo, Michael Morpurgo, Ben Okri and Elif Shafak.  Turner-prize 

winner Grayson Perry made his Gateshead debut, festival ambassador Liv Little 

hosted a gal-dem takeover and music performances included the reunion of Gil-

Scott Heron’s old band.  

 

Alex Fane, Managing Director of Fane, said 

‘We are thrilled by how many people came to our first festival this weekend at 

Sage Gateshead.  Words Weekend is a commitment to the future: not to rely on 

what has been done before and to instigate change wherever possible.  We wanted 

to create a new kind of literary festival centred around three core principles: 

diversity, accessibility and the best culture the UK has to offer.  Equally as 

important is our commitment to pay authors fairly on a favoured nations fee 

structure, something we hope will become industry standard.  We’ll be back at 

Sage Gateshead in 2021 and now look forward to the next Words Weekend at The 

Lowry in March 2020.’ 

 

Tickets are now on-sale for the second Words Weekend festival at The Lowry, 

Salford.  The line-up so far includes Sir Ranulph Fiennes, Simon Armitage, 

Frank Turner, Shaun Ryder, The Fall’s Paul and Steve Hanley, Max Porter, 

Emma Jane Unsworth, Kwame Alexander, Cash Carraway, Stuart Maconie, 

Dave Haslam and Nikesh Shukla, with more names to be announced. The festival 

takes place 27-29 March 2020, and tickets are now on sale. Four additional Words 

Weekend festivals are planned for 2020 including London next summer. For more 

information: wordsweekend.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

Fane 

Set up by Alex Fane in February 2017, Fane has established itself as one of the UK’s 

most dynamic production companies creating bespoke live events for the biggest and 

most exciting talent from around the world. The company sold over 450,000 tickets in 

its first two years’ operating alone, developing live shows with talent spanning authors, 



 
actors, producers and podcasters, including John le Carré, Nigella Lawson, Dolly 

Alderton, Stacey Dooley, Matt Haig and Grayson Perry.  

 

See more about FANE on the LINK HERE  

 

 

WORDS WEEKEND AMBASSADORS 

 

David Olusoga is a British-Nigerian historian, broadcaster and film-maker. His most recent TV 

series include Black and British: A Forgotten History  (BBC 2), The World’s War (BBC 2), A House 

Through Time (BBC 2) and the BAFTA winning Britain’s Forgotten Slave Owners  (BBC 2). David 

is also the author of Black & British: A Forgotten History  which was awarded both the Longman-

History Today Trustees Award and the PEN Hessell -Tiltman Prize. He writes for The Guardian and 

is a columnist for The Observer and BBC History Magazine. He is also one of the three presenters 

on the BBC's landmark Arts series Civilizations. 

 
 

Karolina Sutton is a literary agent at Curtis Brown. She represents a wide-ranging list of fiction 

and non-fiction clients, from Malala Yousafzai to Margaret Atwood. She started her career as an 

agent in the Book and Film Departments of an American agency ICM, now ICM Pa rtners. 

 

 

 

 

Liv Little is a curator, audio producer, filmmaker and the editor-in-chief of gal-dem, a fledgling 

media empire ran exclusively by women of colour. Born and raised in South East London, Little 

has written for the Guardian, Wonderland Magazine and gal-dem on a range of topics – from 

women seeking asylum in the UK, to interviews with women b reaking down barriers in politics 

and the arts. 

 

 

 

Sage Gateshead is an international music centre and renowned conference and event venue located 

in the North East of England. It is for artists, for audiences and for the North. We are a charity and 

rely on the support of donors to ensure everyone in the North East community can experience the 

joy of music. Every year it welcomes more than two million visitors. The iconic building, designed 

by renowned architects Foster + Partners, is home to Royal Northern Sinfonia and is a place where 

emerging artists are nurtured through programmes and festivals. As a charity, the support it receives 

helps to ensure everyone in the community can experience the joys of music.  

 

 

  

Click HERE to download images 

 

Press Enquiries: Laura Myers: Laura@thecornershoppr.com 

Natasha Krstic-Howe: Natasha@thecornershoppr.com   

Tel 020 7831 7657 
 

For updates https://wordsweekend.com/ 

Twitter: @WordsWeekend 

Facebook: @WordsWeekendFestival 
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Instagram: @WordsWeekend 

 
 

https://www.instagram.com/wordsweekend/

