
Scottish Dance Theatre goes global again as it presents合[Hé] 

- a unique collaboration with Yabin Studio in Beijing  

 

Three years after its last tour to Asia, Scottish Dance Theatre is pleased to reconnect with fans in China 

through a unique collaboration with Beijing-based Yabin Studio on 合[Hé], a short film exploring our 

relationship with nature and the environment. Beautifully shot by the dancers themselves, the film 

weaves a visual tapestry capturing the dancers from Scottish Theatre Dance performing in Dundee 

and Yabin Studio in Beijing. The film is now available digitally to global audiences on the Scottish 

Dance Theatre website and YouTube Channel.  

In this international collaboration across art forms, choreographers Joan Clevillé and Yabin Wang 

have joined creative forces with digital artist Genevieve Reeves, taking inspiration from the five 

phases of Wuxing in Chinese traditional philosophy: Fire, Water, Wood, Metal and Earth. The dancers 

interact with natural and urban environments, building intangible bridges across dance disciplines and 

the landscapes of Dundee and Beijing, Scotland and China. The film was recently premiered as part of 

the 2nd China Contemporary Dance Biennale and is available on its website until 20 September.  

As we watch the dancers’ bodies rise and fall, we witness the cycles of growth and decay in nature, 

the seasons following one another, reminding us of the invisible connections that sustain our 

environment and the exquisite fragility of the Universe’s dance. 

http://www.scottishdancetheatre.com/works/h-by-scottish-dance-theatre-and-yabin-studio
http://www.scottishdancetheatre.com/works/h-by-scottish-dance-theatre-and-yabin-studio
https://youtu.be/iCQNDziN8r4
http://ccdb2021.shdancecenter.com/playlist/details/27


This is the first time that internationally acclaimed choreographer Yabin Wang, who is an Associate 

Artist of Shanghai International Dance Center Theatre, collaborates with a dance company in Scotland. 

Representing a fresh approach to international cultural exchange, the work is also a testimony to the 

Scottish Dance Theatre’s commitment to develop more environmentally friendly ways of sharing work 

with international audiences. 合[Hé] is a prototype for future collaborations aiming to reach both 

local and global audiences digitally and through partnerships with arts organisations around the 

world.  

合[Hé] was produced with the support of British Council in collaboration with Shanghai International 

Dance Center Theater and Scottish Dance Theatre. As part of their endeavour to making dance more 

accessible, the organisations have developed an audio described version of the film with specialist 

Emma-Jayne McHenry, which will be available in English and in Mandarin for blind and visually 

impaired audiences.  

Joan Clevillé, Artistic Director of Scottish Dance Theatre said: “It’s been a real privilege to collaborate 

with Yabin Wang and Shanghai International Dance Center Theater in this project. For me, this is the 

essence of international cultural exchange: learning more about each other, especially during these 

challenging times of the pandemic. It has also been a fantastic opportunity to re-connect with our 

followers and China and to explore new, more environmentally sustainable ways of collaborating 

across borders.” 

This special digital project is set to strengthen Scottish Dance Theatre’s existing links with Asia, where 

the Company has performed regularly since its first visit in 2009.  

In addition to this new film, Scottish Dance Theatre’s work The Life and Times, will be featured as part 

of this year’s Tokyo Festival online programme between 15 and 28 October. One of the major events 

in the cultural life of Japan’s capital city, the 2021 edition of Tokyo Festival will feature digital and live 

performances by internationally acclaimed companies and artists. 

Premiered last June, The Life and Times was conceived and directed by the Company’s Artistic Director 

Joan Clevillé, as a cinematic and surreal dance journey filmed in one continuous shot on the stage of 

Dundee Rep. The work oscillates between playfulness and abstraction to create a visual meditation 

on human fragility and our relationship with time, and is set to a sumptuous soundtrack of European 

Baroque music. 

/ENDS 

Notes to editors: 

合[Hé] is available online at: 

http://ccdb2021.shdancecenter.com/playlist/details/27  

http://www.scottishdancetheatre.com/works/h-by-scottish-dance-theatre-and-yabin-studio  

https://youtu.be/iCQNDziN8r4  

Trailer: https://youtu.be/vd1sNfQEHQI  

Images: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/taqw40llym7uokv/AADk8TF11gZRv7SL2atsFuH1a?dl=0  
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Luigi Nardone                                Yabin Wang 
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Pauline Torzuoli                               
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Traditional Guzheng and Guqin music played by China Traditional Orchestra and Wu Wenguang.  

Producers: Nelson Fernández (Scottish Dance Theatre), Sabrina Chen (Shanghai International Dance 

Center Theater) 

Audio Description: Emma-Jane McHenry 

Created with the support of British Council China, Scottish Dance Theatre and Shanghai International 

Dance Center Theater 

Filmed in locations in Dundee (Scotland) and Beijing (China) during June 2021. 
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Joan Clevillé (Concept and Artistic Direction) 

Joan Clevillé has been the Artistic Director of Scottish Dance Theatre since April 2019. 

Born in Barcelona, he combined his dance training at Elise Lummis’ La Companyia with studies in 

Humanities at University Pompeu Fabra. He worked internationally as a dancer and rehearsal director 

for seventeen years in companies across Europe, including Scottish Dance Theatre, Collective 

Endeavours, Lost Dog, Dog Kennel Hill Project, the Ballet of the Graz Opera, the Choreographic Centre 

of Valencia, and Ballet Carmen Roche. 

In 2015, he created his own independent company, Joan Clevillé Dance, presenting his work 

extensively across the UK and mainland Europe. Joan has also received international commissions as 

a choreographer and movement director and worked regularly as a guest teacher in companies and 

conservatoires in Sweden, the UK, Catalonia and The Netherlands. 

His choreographic practice is rooted both in movement research and experimentation with theatre 

and storytelling. Exploring the connections between breath, voice and movement, his works invite 



audiences to engage with their senses, intellect and imagination, and explore subjects connected to 

our contemporary reality and the notion of change. 

Yabin Wang (Concept and Artistic Direction) 

Yabin Wang is China’s most renowned contemporary dancer and choreographer. She founded Yabin 

Studio in 2009 and has since produced a dance performance each year under the brand name Yabin 

& Her Friends. Her dance company produces full-length dance programs and commissions 

choreographers from the US, Europe, and China to create works. 

Critically acclaimed, Yabin was recognised as “one of the most important dancers in Asia” by Knack 

Focus and the Financial Times commented that “her performance gives us Chinese and contemporary 

dance as yin and yang”.  

As a dancer, choreographer, and producer, Yabin creates productions with an international 

perspective and works with artists and companies across the world including Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, 

Mark Haim, Elisabeth Roxas-Dobrish, Tamara Rojo, Wim Vandekeybus, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, Aszure 

Barton, Camille A. Brown, Michelle Dorrance, Aparna Ramaswamy, Rhapsody James, and many more. 

Among her collaborators, there are British stage director Tim Supple, Pulitzer Prize-winning composer 

Zhou Long, and Tony Award-winning composer Jocelyn Pook, to highlight a few. 

 

About Scottish Dance Theatre 

Led by Artistic Director Joan Clevillé, Scottish Dance Theatre creates dance that is engaging and 

engaged. Our Artistic Vision is driven by artistic exploration, learning, and a desire to connect with 

others. 

The company is one of the few full-time ensembles in the UK and is made up of nine inquisitive and 

versatile dancers who have come from all over the world to work and create in our home at Dundee 

Rep. Working at the forefront of the art form, Scottish Dance Theatre collaborates with internationally 

acclaimed choreographers and artists, supports the development of emerging and homegrown talent 

and promotes a plurality of voices. 

For more than thirty years, the company has brought unique dance experiences to audiences and 

communities across Scotland, the UK and abroad, producing high quality dance that is thought 

provoking and holds resonance in people’s lives. Scottish Dance Theatre has received multiple awards 

(including the Critics’ Circle National Dance Award for Outstanding Company Repertoire), and has 

built a strong international profile (including multiple tours to China), becoming Scotland’s flagship 

dance company and a creative ambassador of the city Dundee. 

 

About Dundee Rep and Scottish Dance Theatre  

The story of Dundee Rep and Scottish Dance Theatre is one of its people: its artists, creatives, staff, 

participants and audiences. 

Dundee Rep and Scottish Dance Theatre sits at the cultural heart of Dundee as a centre of creative 

excellence. The Organisation looks outwards, creating and delivering work for local, national and 

international audiences, with learning at the heart. “The Rep” recently celebrated its 80th anniversary 

and is home to the Dundee Rep Ensemble, the only permanent full-time company of its kind in 

Scotland. Scottish Dance Theatre is one of the few full-time companies in the UK and is made up of 



nine inquisitive and versatile dancers who have come from all over the world to work and create in 

our home at Dundee Rep. Together these twin ensembles have created a number of award-winning 

productions, made in Dundee that tour nationally and internationally; establishing a reputation as one 

of the UK’s leaders in theatre and dance production, carrying the Dundee brand far and wide. 

Dundee Rep Ensemble has created a number of award-winning and award-nominated productions, 

including the world premiere of ‘Let the Right One In’, ‘The Cheviot, The Stag and The Black, Black Oil’, 

the Scottish premiere of Pulitzer Prize-winning ‘August: Osage County’, and the 80th Anniversary 

season world premiere of Peter Arnott’s ‘Tay Bridge’. 

Working at the forefront of the art form, Scottish Dance Theatre collaborates with internationally 

acclaimed choreographers and artists, supports the development of emerging and home-grown talent 

and promotes a plurality of voices. With more than 30 years of history, the company has developed a 

distinctive identity that brings together artistic integrity and social commitment, reaching a wide range 

of audiences and communities locally, nationally and across the world. Scottish Dance Theatre has 

received multiple awards, including the Critics’ Circle National Dance Award for Outstanding Company 

Repertoire, and has built a strong international profile, becoming Scotland’s flagship contemporary 

dance company. 

At the heart of the Dundee Rep and Scottish Dance Theatre vision is the belief that artistic and creative 

experience of the highest quality should be open and available to all.  The Organisation has an 

extensive engagement programme working with people of all ages both within the building and in 

formal and informal learning contexts across Scotland and internationally. 

Over the course of eight decades, Dundee Rep and Scottish Dance Theatre has been at the heart of 

performance in Scotland, and grown into a world-class organisation, with two artistic forces based in 

Dundee, travelling to and reaching the rest of the world. 

 


